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16th February 2018 
Dear Parents, caregivers and friends of Waituna Creek,  
Kia ora, magandang umaga 
 
A very warm welcome back to 2018. We are looking forward to an exciting year full of new adventures 
and challenges. Next week swimming starts and I have seen many of our children involved with 
swimming lessons at the Town Pool. We have a set of bikes at school, that over the next few weeks the 
Waimate High School Outdoor Education students are coming to help us fix.  
 
Just a reminder that my teaching times are each day 12.40 to 1.40 in the Kereru Room. Wednesday 
and Thursday afternoons 2.00-3.00. If you need to meet with me please make an appointment with 
Nicky in the office.   
 
Paid Union Meeting  
Thursday March 15th school will be open for instruction however the normal learning will not be taking 
place between 10-12.  All our teachers will be at a Paid Union Meeting in Waimate. Myself and Sarah 
will be here onsite with the children. I ask if you can bring your children to school after 12.00 but we 
understand if this is not possible for some parents. All NZEI primary members are legally entitled to 
attend their paid union meeting. This round of meetings is about recruiting and retaining teachers, and 
the heavy workloads putting massive pressure on teachers. Also the lack of resourcing for children with 
additional learning needs.  

 
School Communications with parents or caregivers 
We are using the Skool Loop app for  

● Bus notices  
● Classroom notices 
● School calendar 
● Latest newsletter 

 
We are using Facebook to  

● Update what is happening in classrooms  
● Inform our community about what we are doing 

 
Email   

● Fortnightly newsletter  
 
School website is used for  

● Policies and procedures of the school 
● Staff and BOT profiles  
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● Link to Facebook page  
● Enrolment information  
● Contact numbers  
● Newsletters  
● Last ERO reports  
● Our Charter  
● PTA information  

 
We also encourage you to add the schools Google Calendar to your phone for important dates. Go to 
our website and add button at the bottom of the calendar.  
 
We send home a paper copy of the fortnight newsletter in the oldest child's bag on a Friday.   
 
Please inform us if you don't have a smartphone or don't use email regularly to ensure that we can best 
communicate with you.  Please ensure you are proactive in finding out information as we understand 
that we now live in a world that we communicate on many different platforms and schools work hard to 
ensure that everyone receives messages and notices in a timely manner.  
 
Nga mihi nui, paalam 

Tiffany Ottley 

Parent Teacher Meet and Greet 
You can now make bookings for the Parent-Teacher meet and greet being held on Monday the 26th & 
Tuesday the 27th of February.  Times are available between 4pm and 7pm. Please indicate what teacher 
you would like to see at the time of making your appointment.  
 
These are informal meetings with the purpose of establishing a connection/partnership early on in the 
year and to discuss the year ahead for your child.  The children do not need to be present but they are 
most welcome to play at the school while the discussions are taking place. 
 
Please phone, email or call into the school office to make your booking.  If Nicky is unavailable please 
leave a message for Nicky, our Office Administrator, with your name, contact phone number and 
preferred date & time. 

 
IMPORTANT DATES 

Monday 19th February  Swimming starts (not Tuesday as originally published) 

Tuesday 20th February  BoT Meeting 7.30pm at the school 

Friday 23rd February  Kiwisport starts for Years 4-8 - Duathlon 

Friday 23rd February  5pm Family Fish & Chip picnic evening at the school - BYO Fish & Chips 
and mix & mingle with other Waituna Creek families. 

Monday 26th and Tuesday 
27th February 

Teacher & Parent meetings.  The opportunity to meet your child’s 
teacher and discuss the year ahead.   

Wednesday 7th March   Rural Schools Swimming Sports 

Thursday 15th March   Paid Union Meeting 10am-12pm (see notes above) 
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